
BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 2014            Meeting 1           October 2, 2013 

Attendance: Katie Demetri – Pawling, Kristin Charales-Scaringi – Kingston, Maureen 

McGrath – Cold Spring, Veronica Stork – Tivoli, Ginny Figlia – Beacon, Lisa Prentiss – 

Staatsburg, Ellen Clancy – Patterson, Jolie Hamer-Conroy – Poughkeepsie, Emily 

Chameides – Hudson, Amy Thiel – Kinderhook. JoAnn Disalvo – Beekman, Christine 

Pacuk – Saugerties, Janet Battistoni – Hyde Park, Chris Pattantyus – Wappingers, 

Kerstin Cruger – MHLS.   

Kerstin announced that Pawling, Kent, and Catskill will hire new staff to work with BOB.  

Blodgett (Fishkill) and Stanford hope to be able to participate this year.  We will be 

asking for a commitment to participate by Dec. 1st.   

Venue: Emily will check with Hudson High School, Ginny will check on Beacon High 

School, Ellen will check with Carmel High School, Maureen will check with Haldane 

High School, Janet will check with a (closed but used) school in Rhinebeck to see if they 

are suitable and willing to host BOB in September.  The venue requirements are on the 

website if participants would like to check into their local school. 

Terry Sennett from Clinton Library is our treasurer.  She and Kerstin are working on a 

budget for 2014.  There is a form for submitting bills/donations on the website. 

We had a brief discussion about using a new book vendor – Susan from Oblong Books 

as she has volunteered at BOB for the last 3 years.  Alison Francis would be our liaison. 

Amy arrived late and said that Rhondi would still help us if we want and we could get 

price quotes from the 2 of them.   

The committees and the accompanying duties will be posted on the website.  All 

participants will be expected to sign up for a committee this year.  This should eliminate 

several of our group meetings, with most of the communication being done online. 

The remainder of the meeting was spent paring down the list of titles and then each 

agreeing to read one or two more titles.  Please join the list if you were unable to attend 

the meeting. 

We will be doing an online poll to determine the date, time and place for the next 

meeting in the first week of December.  At that time we will finalize the titles and sign up 

for committees.  Please watch for and respond to emails in a timely fashion! 

 

Christine Pattantyus 

 


