
BATTLE OF THE BOOKS          Meeting 2           December 4, 2013 

 

Attendance: Alison Francis – Marlboro, Janet Battistoni – Hyde Park, Amy Thiel – 

Kinderhook, Lisa Prentiss – Staatsburg, Ellen Clancy – Patterson,  Emily Chameides – 

Hudson, Jesse O’Dunne – Catskill, Lisa Mollica – Red Hook, Christine Pacuk – 

Saugerties, Veronica Stork – Tivoli, Ginny Figlia – Beacon, Jo Ann DiSalvo – Beekman, 

Chris Pattantyus – Wappingers, Juliana Arms – Stone Ridge, Kristin Charles-Scaringi – 

Kingston, Jolie Hamer-Conroy – Poughkeepsie, Katie Demetri – Pawling, Maureen 

McGrath – Cold Spring. 

Kerstin noted that we have 24 libraries, 23 teams.   

Treasurer’s Report:  unavailable at the meeting but sent via email. 

Venue: Ginny inquired about the various fees that we paid at Arlington because Beacon 

quoted many fees totaling about $3000.  She will go back to them and ask them to 

waive the fees for each room, etc.  Lisa will check on the closed school in Hype Park 

but feels it will be too small for our needs.  Ellen will check with Patterson High School.  

JoAnn said that Arlington would be available, but we would really prefer to move it 

around so the same teams are not traveling the long distances all the time. 

Website: Amy and Kristin are tweaking the homepage to feature the most recent news.  

Amy will also renew the cost of the website ($26/year).   

Publicity:  Veronica, Katherine, Ginny and Gina will work on the publicity and 

promotion. 

Grants: Janet will submit the Stewart’s grant for this year. 

Question writing: question editors do not write questions!  The remaining 15 libraries 

will split writing questions for 4 books, 15 questions for each book.  We will confirm this 

with Linda Deubert, but it should yield enough questions for each book.  Christine P., 

Maureen, and Jesse will work with Linda to separate the practice questions and regional 

battle questions. 

Volunteers: most are returning volunteers.  Jolie, Janet and Lisa will work on this 

committee. 

Incentives: Those present felt that we can eliminate the participation incentives.  The 

kids do not participate to get these incentives.  It is getting more difficult each year to 

find something meaningful to give the participants and most libraries host a party for the 

kids anyway.  Kerstin suggested we consider a zazzle account on line, select items to 



imprint, add an amount to the cost as a donation to BOB, and let friends/families 

purchase these items if they so desire.  She will send out information. 

T-shirts: JoAnn briefly reviewed how the group buy t-shirt order works for those that are 

new to the program. 

The remaining time was spent selecting the final 8 books. 

An Elephant in the Garden – Michael Morpurgo 

Dead End in Norvelt – Jack Gantos 

Legend – Marie Lu 

Icefall – Matthew J. Kirby 

Ninth Ward – Jewell Parker Rhodes 

The Scorpio Races – Maggie Stiefvater 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children -  Ransom Riggs 

Liar and Spy - Rebecca Stead 

Alison will contact Oblong Books for a price quote, email to everyone.  Then we need to 

submit our bulk order asap so we receive the books in a timely fashion.  When the 

books are in, we will set a meeting date, hopefully in January.   

 

JoAnn and Maureen will be the new Chairpersons for BOB 2014. 

 

 

  


